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Along the Way . . .   
End-of-Life Preparations 

While we all know it, it is often hard to admit that we will all face the end of our lives, as we know them—that is, 
we are all going to die sometime. As people of faith, we know that all of life, both earthly and eternal, is held in 
the hands of God.  Although none of us knows when the end for us will be, we hope that at the end we will 
have a sense of fulfillment of our life’s purpose.  Most of us want to live fully and to die well.   

In our culture, death is often a taboo subject to talk about; we do not like the thought of dying, and we do not 
like to imagine no longer being alive.  However, there are many things which we can do to make the inevitable 
less stressful when the time comes.  Although the specific circumstances will differ for each person, there are 
some common concerns that most everyone will deal with.   

On January 12 & 19, we will host a seminar in which participants can learn about ways we can prepare so that 
our last years, months, and days can be times of peace and confidence, rather than times of anxiety or fear.  
(This is another seminar in our “Faith and Life Series”.  See details inside the newsletter.) 

In Psalm 90:12, we read, “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”  I think 
this means that we are to acknowledge that we have a limited number of days in our earthly life, and we are to 
consider how best to spend those days and to think about what we want our days on this earth to mean to 
others once we are gone.   

Making preparations as to the eventual dispersement of our money and possessions, i.e., making a will and 
choosing someone to administer it, can ease the stress of children who are left to care for what we have left 
behind.  Choosing someone you trust to handle your expenses, should you become unable to do so yourself, 
makes life easier for making sure bills are paid. Indicating who you wish to make decisions regarding your 
medical care, when you reach the time you cannot do so, allows for someone who cares about you to be 
looking out for your well-being.  Writing down any specific wishes for how you want others to remember what 
was important to you can assure that your funeral or memorial service will be a witness to your faith. 

We might look to Jesus to get some clues as to how to live our our life’s purpose and to die well.  Although 
Jesus knew he would experience suffering at the end of his life, we see that he placed his faith and trust in 
God for his future.  He made sure his friends had a way to remember him, and he loved them to the end.  He 
also blessed them and he passed on the responsibilities of what had been important to him to others, so that 
his mission would continue.  How might we do likewise? 

Please join us on January 12 and 19 as together we discover some helpful ways to prepare ourselves for a 
faithful and faith-filled “end.”    
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 Weekly & Monthly Happenings 

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. 
How about joining in one of the Sunday morning Bible study 
classes?  There is one for every age! 
            Child Care for babies to age 2 in Room 106 Trudy 
Moe, Child Caretaker 
            Pre-School Class 2’s-4’s in Room 109, Maggie 
Harrop, Teacher 
            Discovery Kingdom, an inter-active Bible class K-5th 
grade, Room 108, Moses from the Old Testament, Diana 
Kocornik, Mary Burman 
            Middle School, Grades 6-8 in Room 115, Christy 
Oliver, Teacher 
            High School, 9th-12th Grades in Room 112, How to 
Live in Today’s World as a Christian Teen! Russ Oliver, 
Teacher 
            Global Christians - students/adult Bible study & 
discussion in Room 102.  Emphasis will be on outreach to 
international students.  Coffee and rolls await you!   
Jane and Morley Langdon, Teachers. 
            Friends of Christ – meet on stage.  Seeking a 
Closer Walk with God, Jackie Carter, Teacher. 
            JOY Class in Room 206 – adult Bible class studying 
the International Bible curriculum – Old Testament Wisdom 

Winter Hours 
  9:30 AM  Sunday School for all ages 
11:00 AM  Worship 
12:00 PM  Coffee & Fellowship 
12:30 PM  Choir Practice 
  6:00 PM  Youth Group 

Bible Study  
Starting in January we will begin the study of 
Paul’s letter to the Romans.  We will focus on 
how this book will help us mature as 
Christian, both individual and as part of our 
church. The Bible study is on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m.  with Morley Langdon 
leading. Invite a friend and come!   

AMERICAN BAPTIST WOMEN’S 
MINISTRIES 

Bible Book of the Month for January:  Hosea 
 

Wednesday, January 4 at noon – A prepared 
luncheon (that means you can just come and eat!) by 
the hostesses:  Margaret Prine, Bonnie Dumler, Arlene 
Denny, and Wilma Weibel. 
Program:  ABC Missions in South Africa by  
            Margaret Prine. 
Bring Love Gift and ABWM offerings. 
ABWM prepared and delivered about forty tins of 
Christmas goodies to special friends in December. 

  
Wednesday, January 11 at 9:30 a.m. – Dorcas 
“Hands-on” Mission Circle Dorcas Circle has 
prepared many roller bandages for Congo and Haiti, 
completed their fourth knitted afghan which was given 
to SAFE House, and helped prepare costumes for the 
Living Nativity.  Come and join this busy group!  All 
women welcome! 
 

Tuesday, January 24 at 7 p.m.  Young Women’s 
Group 

 

Coming Saturday, February 25!!! 
All-Daughter Brunch at 11 a.m.  Mark your new 2012 
calendar NOW! 
 

US Congress in 2007 established January 11 as 
National Human Trafficking Awareness Day.  We 
all know that this happens right in our own backyard!  

Our own ABWM wants to raise awareness and to 
pray for persons exploited through trafficking. . . and 

their exploiters.  Use our voices to speak for 
trafficking victims whose voices are silence.   

Fast and pray on January 11. 

YOUTH GROUP 
Youth Group – Grades 6-12 

Sunday evenings from 6-8:00 p.m. 
All kids grades 6-12 

Devotion, Food, Activities, Service Projects 
Russ & Christy Oliver, Leaders 
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MISSIONS 

Pillowcase Dresses for Africa 
Norma Kirkaldie would appreciate donations of 

any  
size printed or colored pillow cases, as she is 

 

BACKPACK FOOD PROGRAM  
FOR SCHOOL KIDS 

There are high needs for food for the Children.  
Please help over fill the tub!  

The need for weekend food for some children is 
so great, we have decided to continue to support 
the Backpack program through our Missions in 
Action focus.  Bring peanut butter, small 
containers of fruits, puddings, flip-top soups, 
ramen noodles, mac ‘n cheese, juices, healthy 
snacks or other kid friendly food. Thank you for 

The Deacon’s Fund  
Do you ever wonder what happens with your 
contributions to the Deacon’s Fund?  Recently we 
have helped people in crisis with rent, prescriptions, 
utilities. We are blessed to be able to help those in 
need. We have also Donated $200 to Backpack 
program and have pledged to donate monthly!  

Living Nativity 2011 
 

This year was a great Living Nativity, more people from the community came  and more church people help out. I 
would like to thank all who participated in the outreach either as a cast member or providing hospitality.  The cast 
was:  
Sandra, Keith and Bryanna Brown; Dennis Cook; Craig Cook; Phyllis and  
Samantha Dunbar; Kenny Griffith; Jun Guo; Maggie Harrop; Yang Hong;  
Dianna Kocornik; Sarah and Bruce Lange; Rose Tain and Shui Quan Li;  
Cherry Lai; Bill Mankin; Kevin Moe; Pat and Leland Powell; Stacey, Seinna  
and Derrek Powell; Christy, Russ, Madison and Dane Oliver; Botao Qin;  
Moses Owori; Cody Swett; Leslie Wong; Yan Wu; Chan Zou; Claire and  
Elaine Zheng; Maria and Bocilio Gomez; Logan and Cordell Perez;  
Tracy Pulley; Destiny and Dakota Linger. 
 
Hospitality -  Louise Richardson, Maggie Harrop, Karen Lange, April and  
Dean Johnson, Jackie Carter, Dianna Kocornik, Mary Burman, Mary Beth  
Mankin, Pat Powell, Margaret Prine, Jane Langdon, Joan Vass. 
 
Also a big thank you to C & A Feed for the straw, Julie Heggie for the  
llamas, the Ward family for the goats, and Laramie Live for all the publicity. 
  

2011 CHRISTMAS OFFERING  
Our 2011 Christmas Offering of $2636 will go to 
support three important needs in our community: 
Interfaith-Good Samaritan, our local agency serving 
the people with physical and financial needs; The 
Backpack Program, coordinated by Jeanette Pulley, 
provides food on weekends for children, identified by 
the school district, who may not otherwise get enough 
to eat; and First Baptist Church, with appreciation for 
our worship, learning, and service opportunities, we 
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End of Life Preparation Seminar  
 

January 12 and 19, 2012 at 7:00 PM 
 

We all will face the end of our own life; often we need to deal with the end of life of those we love, as well.  What 
choices can you make, and how can you best prepare for a satisfying “end of life” experience for yourself or 
another?  This seminar will explore concerns in four major areas to help you make those choices and preparations:   
 

•  The Physical - Medical or Health Care Choices - What kind of care and where will you receive it? 
•  The Legal - Choices for dealing with financial and material possessions 
•  The Spiritual - What will give you peace of mind in the end? How are your relationships?  Why have a funeral of 

memorial service?  What is “good grief”?   
•  The Funeral - What to expect at the funeral home; How do you want to be remembered? 
 

Speakers will include: 
•  Dennis Cook, attorney - legal & financial matters 
•  Jeannie Niemoller, nursing administrator, IMH  
           - health care issues and end of life medical care options 
•  Rev. Dick Naumann, Hospice Chaplain - the dying process and Hospice services 
•  Dave Montgomery, Montgomery-Stryker Funeral Home - decisions to be made  
•  Rev. Mary Beth Mankin, pastor, First Baptist Church - spiritual health and peace of mind 
 

Please come! It is appropriate for adults at any age.  Sign up at church, or call the church office, to let us know that 
you plan to attend.  This is open to the community, so please invite others who might be interested.   

Financial Condition of Laramie First Baptist Church 
            Laramie First Baptist Church met its financial obligations and commitments for 2011 and the Church 
congregation gave generously to the four separate American Baptist offerings (Retired Ministers and Missionaries, 
America for Christ, One Great Hour of Sharing, and World Mission Offering) that are in addition to the Church’s 
budgeted missions support.  The congregation also gave generously to three church projects: new hymn books, 
the carpeting in the fellowship hall and praise band instruments.  The Congregation also gave $2636 to the 
Christmas offering to help Interfaith, the school backpack program and the church.  However, in 2011 the Church’s 
expenses exceeded its income by approximately $13,000 .  The shortfalls were made up from the limited church 
savings, but those savings are running low.   
                                                                                                                                                       Ther ef or e t he r eal i t y i s t hat  t he Chur ch shoul d not  cont i nue t o spend m or e m oney t han i t  t akes i n.    Addi ng t o t he chal l enge of  bal anci ng t he 2012 budget ,  t he Chur ch has t o conf r ont  t he f act  t hat  pr oj ect ed Chur ch i ncom e f or  2012 wi l l  be appr oxi m at el y $10, 700 l ess t han our  2011 i ncom e.    Al t hough exi st i ng m em ber s cont i nued t hei r  i ndi vi dual  pl edges at  i ncr eased am ount s,  t he l oss of  m em ber s t hr ough deat h or  ot her  r easons r educes our  pot ent i al  pl edged i ncom e.   O t her  sour ces of  i ncom e f r om  t he day car e r em ai n const ant .   The si m pl e f act  i s t hat  because of  decl i ni ng chur ch m em ber shi p t her e ar e f ewer  m em ber s who m ade pl edges f or  2012.   We have not  r epl aced t hose m em ber s wi t h new m em ber s who pl edge.  

           Therefore, with declining revenues and limited amounts in savings, the Church is faced with 
increasing income and/or cutting spending to insure that we have a balanced budget.    Perhaps you have 
not yet made a pledge, or perhaps you would be able to increase your pledge in support of the ministry of 
First Baptist Church.  You may still do this. Or you may want to make an additional year-end contribution 
to the church. 
           The Finance Team, the Properties Team, the Congregational Life Team and the Ministry Council 
are all working to determine where we can cut without impacting our ministry.  A copy of the proposed 
2012 Budget will be available for everyone to review on January 22 at the Church.  We appreciate your 
prayers and look forward to your comments and suggestions at the all-church business meeting on 
January 29 when we will act on the 2012 budget.   
           God bless all of you and thank you for your generous support though the money you give and the 
time you invest in our church projects and ministries. 
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THANK YOU TO . . .  
. . . to First Baptist for the generous food gifts 
for the Backpack program. 
. . . to Jane and Morley Langdon for heading 
up the Living Nativity presentation, to the 
men who prepared the stable, lighting,  and 
hay bales for seating; to all who participated 
as characters, to those who provided snacks 
and hot drinks, and to those who supported 
this effort by coming to watch the 
presentation. 
. . . to those who loaned various types of 
Nativity sets to be displayed in the social hall.  
. . . to Mary Jean Honeycutt, director; Arlene 
Denny, organist; Russ Oliver, narrator; Sarah 
Lange, Eric Moorhouse, soloists; Sandra 
Brown, Eric Moorhouse, instrumentalists; 
Erica Broaddus, Dakota Linger, Destiny 
Linger, Dane Oliver, and Madison Oliver, who 
provided family Christmas scenes in the 
Choir’s Christmas cantata, “This is 
Christmas!” 
. . . to Tracy Pulley for making beautiful 
ornaments to give to everyone visited by the 
First Baptist carolers, for those who went 
caroling  
. . .  all the ladies who donated Christmas 
goodies and delivered them to our seniors and 
shut-ins before Christmas.  
. . . to First Baptist family for their wonderful 
gifts for five Laramie single mothers and 
eleven children who were sponsored on our 
Giving Tree, and to the young women who 
prepared the tags and tree, and to Maggie 
Harrop and Sarah Lange for delivering the 
gifts to Community Holidays for distribution. 
. . . to the children for their video of the 
Christmas story:  Erica Broaddus, Owen 
Broaddus, Bryanna Brown, Claire Bunning, 
Grace Bunning,  Dakota Linger, Destiny 
Linger, Dane Oliver, Madison Oliver, Jonathon 
Piper, Aaliyah Rodriguez, Tristan Rodriguez, 
Jack Tanner, David Zhang and to the adults 
who helped:  Mary Burman, Maggie Harrop, 
Diana Kocornik, Trudy Moe.  Each family 
received a copy of the Christmas video. 
. . . to those who provided chile and 
cornbread for the Family Christmas Night 
supper, to the Youth for sharing their new 
popcorn machine with popcorn for all during 
the movie, to Congregational Life for 
sponsoring the family night. 

Thank you American Baptist Women for the 
delicious cookies, fudge and candies. This  
was truly a treat and we enjoyed them. You  
are special women. Thanks again for the  
wonderful gift. Love always,  
            Phil Trumbull; Samantha, Phyllis & Dave Dunbar 
 

Thank you AB Women and others for your Christmas 
goodies and other remembrances.  
            Pastor Mary Beth and Sandra Brown  
 

Dear Laramie First Baptist Church:  
            Presidential greetings to you from Bacone 
College! I want to thank you for contributing to our 
mission of serving students. I appreciate your support as 
a faithful mission partner to Bacone College.  
            Faithfully,  
                       Rev. Dr. Robert J. Duncan, Jr., President 
 
Dear Friends,  
            Greetings from Grand Junction, CO. I recently 
received my M& M Thank you check. Thank you for 
remembering those of us who served in your past. I 
thought you might like to know how I will use this 
generous gift.  
            My daughter, Chris and I, are adopting a family in 
need. We will provide Christmas dinner and presents for 
a family of 5. We are excited that with your help, we can 
participate in this program called HOPE of the Grand 
Valley. Thank you.  
            As a widow of an American Baptist minister I 
receive Mel’s retirement annuity. This is because you 
were faithful in providing the M&M Retirement Fund 
payments when Mel was your pastor. These payments 
were not always easy for the church to make. I just 
wanted to let you know how much I appreciate your 
sacrifice.  
            Merry Christmas to you all,  
                       Lolita Moyer 
 
First Baptist Church,  
            Thank you so much for the quilt, Teddy Bear & 
yellow rose for Landon. We are enjoying it all very much. 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year.  
            Love, DJ, Alicia & Landon Blaze 
 
Dear friends at FBC Laramie,  
            Greetings and Happy Birth of Christ from 
Bulgaria! We’d like to take this opportunity to thank you 
for your prayers for us and all you do to support us and 
our ministry in Bulgaria. Merry Christmas and New Year’s 
blessings!  
            Tom, Terry, AJ & Nathan Myers  
 
Thank you very much for your gift to the Ottawa 
Scholarship Fund. Thank you!  
            Paul M. Bean 
                 Vice President for University Advancement  
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